
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

www.LoveMakingaDifference.com  

Blessings to YOU, My Dearest Mission Friend and Supporters, 

 

My heart pulsates with an ever increasing love for the lost and needy in our 

community of Winter Haven. Understanding and experiencing their 

heartbreaks, loneliness, challenges and their will to survive weighs heavily 

upon my heart. In the day time I cross their path and in the night time I hear 

their cries. The journey I embark along with my son in Christ, David Berry, 

cannot be accomplished by our might nor in our power but only by the Holy 

Spirit who continually gives us grace, strength and power to complete the task 

set before us. 

 

There are days when I feel crushed, perplexed and heavy laden with the cares 

of humanity in our community. It is in these moments that I become silent and 

listen to Papa Godôs voice for instruction and encouragement. Papa speaks, 

ñThomas, My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness. 

Trust Me. Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for 

I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes; I surely will help you as I uphold 

you with My righteous right hand.ò (2 Corinthians 12:9, Isaiah 41:10) 

 

Even in these hard pressed economic times The Mission stands as a beacon of 

hope and light to all who are weary and gone astray in the heart of our city, 

Winter Haven. What joy even now I experience encountering Papa Godôs 

presence at work amongst  the multitudes we minister to daily. I am also 

encouraged because you, our Mission family, support our labor of love in 

prayer and monetary gifts.  

 

I give thanks to Papa God making mention of you in my prayers and 

thanksgiving. (Colossians 1:3, 4) You are loved! (1John4:7, 8) 

 

In His Service, 
 

Pastor Tom, Founder and Senior Pastor 
 

 

 

Your Gift Provides 
 
 

Breakfast and Lunch Daily 

Showers and Laundry for Homeless 

Groceries and Hygiene Items 

Clothing and Misc. Household Items 

Bible-based recovery programs 

Counseling and Prayer Time 

Bible studies,  

Chapel time and MOREé 

 

 

Physical Address: 
180 East Central Avenue  
Winter Haven, FL 33880 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 2586 
Winter Haven, FL  33883 
 
Hours of Operation: 
Monday through Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Office:   (863) 299-2348 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Stan Burnett, PRESIDENT 
 
Terry Bennett 
James Clark 
Dr. Murphy Hanley 
Merry Kendall 
Sally Long 
Grant Piche 
Tom Tanner 
 
LIFETIME HONORARY  
Phil Calise 
Arnold Silvert 
 

TREASURER 
Beulah Burnett 
 

FOUNDER/SENIOR PASTOR  
Tom Beauregard 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
David Berry 

 
 
TheMission@LoveMakingaDifference.com 
 

Please note... Making every effort to be good stewards of Godôs money at The 

Mission, the Board of Directors has decided to begin quarterly newsletters in April. 

mailto:TheMission@LoveMakingaDifference.com


  

      
  

A servant's heart 

Chooses each day to give, 

Not knowing this may be 

Its last day to live. 
 

A servant's heart 

Doesn't stop to ask, 

"Will this be for me 

A great or small task?" 

 

 

 
A servant's heart 

Knows how to love; 

It gives all the glory 

To God, the Father, above. 
 

A servantôs heart 

Love and wisdom imparts 

So we Thank you Jim  

For touching our hearts  

A servant's heart 

Does willingly all things; 

For it's pleased to see 

All the blessings it brings. 
 

A servant's heart 

Is glad and rejoices, 

Because it's found the key 

In making right choices. 

 

 

 
Jeanne Icenhour is a member of St. Johnôs United Methodist Church, where 
she serves as Chair of Staff Parish Relations, Youth leader, and Adult 
Sunday School teacher.  She came to The Mission a little over a year ago 
because her Sunday School class had collected blankets for the homeless. 
As she delivered them to The Mission, she was greeted by Arlene, (David 
Berryôs wife), she mentioned that she would like to get involved as a 
volunteer, possibly serving breakfast.  Arlene (her eyes sparkling in 
anticipation) asked if Jeanne would be interested in helping in the front 
office with registration.  She explained that she would soon be taking time 
off for the birth of her second child and was in desperate need.   

 

ñAfter 37 years of teaching, I had recently retired and wanted to get involved in something, but I never imagined that it 
would be working with the homeless.  Each day I ask God to show me where and how He wants me to serve, so I knew 
that this was an opportunity He wanted me to take.  I believe that for several years God had been calling me into some 
kind of ministry.  I thought it was something in the area of counseling/inspirational speaking, but it seems He wants me to 
serve the homeless and working poor.ò   
 

She registers the clients by putting the information into the computer, and gives them a grocery/clothing card.  But she is 
finding that her position involves even more.  ñAs I register clients, they sometimes tell me things about their lives that are 
weighing heavy on their hearts.  I am blessed to be able to share my love of Jesus Christ, to share my experiences, and 
to share how God has worked through the tough times in my life.  I recently realized that I AM doing what God had been 
leading me into.  In many ways, I feel that I am counseling and being an inspirational speaker ... on a one-to-one basis!ò   
 

ñI am so blessed each day that I come into The Mission!  I love seeing everyone and greeting them with cheerful ñHiò, a 
smile, touch on the shoulder, or a hug.  At Christmas, I was able to help the homeless with the items we gave out: 
sleeping bags, blankets, underwear and socks, sweatshirts and pants, hygiene kits, etc.  They also got to pick out a 
personal item.  Then at the end, I gave each one a hug and that ended up being the best part!  I know that human touch 
is one of the most important aspects of showing care and Godôs love for each other.  Meaningful touch is something that 
is usually missing from the lives of the homeless, and I think the hugs were as important to them as they were to me.  My 
life has been touched by my new friends at The Mission.  I hope and pray that I also have touched their lives.ò 
 

If you are considering volunteering your time for The Mission, just bring your skills and interests and volunteer for The 
Mission; you don't need much to help out and there are endless opportunities to volunteer here. 
 

Thank you, Jeanne, for your time and service at The Mission! 
 
 

A special Thanks to all who gave in Memory of Jim. 



 

 

  
 
 
I have heard it said, ñWe often prefer to be without purpose, 
rather than select a purpose that commits us.ò A statement I 
find to be very true. As I observe the multitudes of people 
that come through our doors, I canôt help but notice the 
amount of people that live life with no purpose, yet when 
presented with an opportunity to discover purpose, they 
tend to shy away. Is it because of the commitment factor? In 
my mind, I would think that the opportunity to feel like my life 
has a meaning, and I am not a mistake or an outcast; would 
cause me to jump at such an opportunity. Sadly this is 
simply not the case. I have seen it time and time again, the 
addict, drunkard, the single parent, the young person and 
the elderly, all from different walks of life, yet sharing the 
same emptiness of hope. Their hopeless stares and down 
trodden faces tells of a story that at one time you could have 
only read in a book, but now are printed on the colored 
pages of life.  
 
Ironically, some feel they need to travel half way around the 
world to see such people in destitute situations, as true as 
this may be in the majority of the world outside of our 
country; one can also find distraught lives here in our own 
community.  I can honestly tell you, I am absolutely blown 
away by the caliber of laborers that God is sending into this 
ñMissionò field. I have witnessed, volunteers coming out 
from behind the clothing gate to sit and pray with someone. I 
have witnessed the expression of gratitude and thanksgiving 
toward a volunteer who treated them with kindness. But, it is 
not enough, the harvest is great, we need more laborers.  
 
Our motto this year is, ñExcellence is a standard, not an 
optionò, and our staff and volunteers are feeling a high level 
of accountability and responsibility. We are dealing with real 
lives, life and death, and the choice between heaven and 
hell. It has been proved time and time again, that when 
Godôs people come together all things are possible. Come 
by The Mission, look around, we have our parking lots 
complete (less the landscaping), our volunteer program is 
being established, there is an even greater emphasis on the 
Gospel in EVERYTHING that is said and done. The bottom 
line, we are committed to being Biblically Rooted, Grace 
Centered, and Community Connected. How about you?  
 
Thank you for all you do for this ministry.   
 
Here to Serve, 
 

David Berry 
Executive Director 
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Winter Haven Rotary Club helps feed the Hungry  
 

About 220 volunteers gathered at the Jarrett-Gordon Ford 
Lincoln Mercury dealership in Winter Haven on Saturday, 
February 13, to help put together meals, as part of the first 
Rotary Hunger Project. The floor of the showroom became 
a series of assembly lines, as people filled plastic bags 
with combinations of rice, dried pinto beans, soy protein 
and dried vegetables, then packed them in boxes. Each 
bag has enough food for six meals. 
 
"The need here in Winter Haven for the food is 
incredible," said Winter Haven Rotary Club President 
Rick Montney. 
 
The Mission was one of those chosen to receive such a 
wonderful donation.  More than half of the meals went to 
local soup kitchens, elementary schools and service 
organizations, including the First Presbyterian Church of 
Winter Haven, Street Angels, Deep Roots Fellowship, the 

Salvation Army, Wahneta Elementary School and Snively Elementary School. 
 
Volunteers worked at eight tables, scooping the dried goods from giant tubs into plastic bags. Others weighed and sealed 
the bags. Others loaded them into cases and put the cases on pallets. 
 

Thank you to Winter Haven Rotary Club, as well as all those who volunteered for this special project. 

 

Christian Family & Youth Services is a non -profit, charitable organiz ation under Section 501 (c) (3).  
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Be Part of the Heartbeat, the Vision, the Dream  

   

  Christian Family & Youth Svcs. 

To Current Resident or 
If you have received this article in error or no longer wish 

to receive this newsletter, please contact us via email at 
TheMission@Lovemakingadifference.com  


