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Christmas Blessings to You, My Dearest Mission Friend, 
 

Itôs Christmas and I am thinking about many of our people who are fallen upon hard 

times, the economy and I think about the times of Mary and Joseph when she gave 

birth to the Christ child ï they too experienced hard times. The Roman government 

which ruled at the time of the birth of Jesus inflicted much hardship upon the common 

people. But thanks be to the Lord Jesus Christ who brought to us the message of hope, 

peace and goodwill that you and I might survive in the world in which we live. 
 

I think about the wino on Christmas morning huddled up in a heap in a doorway of one 

of our downtown stores or nestled on a city park bench covered with newspapers for 

warmthé the family on welfare, dadôs unable to hold a job and the children are not old 

enough to worké the shopper in the busy department store pulling and tugging for the  

ñonly one leftòéthe elderly sitting alone waiting on a hug and the words ñI love 

youòéfor those families who Christmas morning leaves the household in havoc ï gifts 

and more gifts. Some get thrown away with the wrappers and are never missed while 

others are broken by sunsetéthe poor children of our city and across the world who 

will be without this Christmas season because charitable giving just didnôt meet the 

needéthe men and women of our US Armed Forces scattered across the world putting 

their lives on the line that people might experience freedom.  They will not be home 

with loved ones and enjoy the comfort and safety of their family. 
 

So one might ask, ñWhat is Christmas really about?ò One only has to turn to the Word 

of God to find the answer, for in it lies the story and meaning of Christmas ï Jesus 

Christ. One might say that the age of miracles is passed, yet here at Papa Godôs house, 

The Mission, we experience the miracle of Christmas every day as we serve the poor 

and needy in our community. Christmas can touch the lives of those who are weary 

and of little faith and help them to believe there is a God who loves them who sent His 

Son into the world to die for them that they should not perish but experience 

everlasting life (John 3:16). Because of you, my dearest friend, the gift of giving 

continues at Papaôs house and you are special to all of us. Thank you for your love, 

prayers and support this Christmas season. 
 

May this Christmas be a time of glad renewal for you and those you love.  My prayer 

is that this Christmas season will truly be a new era of peace and love for all men, 

women and children everywhere. Wishing you the miraculous gifts of love, joy and 

peace that come with Christmas. Remember, Jesus is the reason for the season.                    
 

In His Service, 
 

Tom Beauregard, Founder and Senior Pastor 
 

 

 

Your Gift Provides 
 
 

Breakfast and Lunch Daily 

Showers and Laundry for Homeless 

Groceries and Hygiene Items 

Clothing and Misc. Household Items 

Bible-based recovery programs 

Counseling and Prayer Time 

Bible studies,  

Chapel time and MOREé 

 

 

Physical Address: 
180 East Central Avenue  
Winter Haven, FL 33880 
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 2586 
Winter Haven, FL  33883 
 
Hours of Operation: 
Monday through Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Office:   (863) 299-2348 
Fax:    (863) 299-9011 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Stan Burnett, PRESIDENT 
 
Terry Bennett 
James Clark 
Merry Kendall 
Sally Long 
Grant Piche 
Joan Schmidt 
Tom Williamson 
 
LIFETIME HONORARY  
Phil Calise 
Arnold Silvert 
 

TREASURER 
Beulah Burnett 
 

FOUNDER/SENIOR PASTOR  
Tom Beauregard 
 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
David Berry 

 
TheMission@LoveMakingaDifference.com 
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2009  

Children of the City  

Christmas Project 
 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ toys and food for over 450 low-income families in Polk County this season. 

"We're providing a Christmas for families that might otherwise not have one," And "the volunteers really make it happen." 
 

Nearly 500 people offered their time Friday and Saturday to assemble displays, organize donations and start transforming the 
Orange Dome into a Christmas wonderland and transforming the empty tent in the back of the dome into a Christmas 
superstore for struggling families.  Each family is given a number and as they enter into the dome they were greeted by 
volunteers who were passing out tracts and bibles.  There were all kinds of things for the families to enjoy: a live manger 

scene, tables gathered for face painting and crafts, chairs set up to watch a live puppet show, gym floor cleared for dance group, 
ropes and signs leading to Mr. and Mrs. Santa Clause, Popcorn Machines dropped off and of course lots of toys and gifts for all 

of the needy children.  More than 5,000 toys were collected thanks to the joint effort of our partners and volunteers. 
  

Families began to arrive at around 10:00 a.m. and line up to enter.  The doors opened.  Thousands of children came in and out 
of the building.  It was awesome.  Children laughing, people smiling, and parents experiencing Jesus.  It was Very 

overwhelming but very exciting.   None of it would have been made possible had it not been for the amazing group of 
volunteers that we had.   

    
On behalf of The Mission, every needy parent or grandparent and every child that was served, we would like to say thank you, 
thank you, thank you - to every church, organization, school, business and individual, working together, hand in hand, in love 
ς making a difference in our community.  There is no possible way we could have made it without you.  Your hard work has 

not gone unnoticed.  "We may never realize how many people's lives were touched in such a short period of time."   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Dear Fellow Co-Laborer, 
 
Years ago, my image of a mission house  is what  
I saw in the movies ; hungry, homeless men shuffling 
through a food line, with coat collars up against 
their neck, being handed an or ange tray and a 
Styrofoam plate. They would eat alone, a nd leave 
the Mission to struggle through that dayõs activities. 
But now  I have had an experience and its not like 
that.  The Mission is a place changing lives. Itõs 
interesting that you may think that  The Mission 
must get plenty of help and support but being 
thereé I now know.. they need more.  So thank you 
for being part of this great outreach.  
 
-- a Volunteer 
 

 ñé I bring you Good News of Great Joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.ò(LUKE 2:10-11) 
 

I am so full of joy right now that I can hardly contain it all! This ñseason of givingò, as the holidays are often called, is certainly 

the most wonderful that I have ever experienced at The Mission. While the news is full of unhappy reports, I am here to tell you 

that there is Good News because God is in control!  I have never seen such an outpouring of love and support for the work of 

The Mission as I have this season. This weekend I met several families that were more than grateful for the love that was shown 

to them by the many churches, individuals and groups at the Children of the City Christmas Project. A few weeks ago, we 

received a donation of winter coats, sleeping bags, blankets, and warm clothes from Winter Haven Worship Center, St. Johnôs 

UMC, the Junior League and many more. Every sector of this community, from the bankers and financial institutions, churches 

and civic clubs, blue-collar and white-collar ñregular folksò, to our very own homeless, has been led to come along side of The 
Mission to help people in need. 

 

I have met and thanked dozens of you wonderful folks over the past few weeks as you have delivered turkeys, clothing, gifts for 

kids, work shoes for men and cash donated from your families, childrenôs piggy-banks and office teams to help us help the 

homeless and hungry people of our community. Wow! How wonderful it is to be a part of this ministry team and to see so many 

acts of love and kindness everyday! I hope that you will be as encouraged as I am by all of this ñGood News!ò The Lord is 

doing wonderful work here at The Mission! This amazing community has shown such a generous spirit.  

 

But waité there is more!  This year we were presented with a challenge of raising a total of over $60,000 for our parking lots 

and once again God has graciously blessed us because we are almost there.  We have received so much support for this project.  

Several groups, like Restaurants Against Hunger, Scoreôs Family and Sports Bar, Kiwanis, etc., started fund raising projects and 
we hope to have all of the funds by January 2010.  If you have not yet gotten in all of this ñGood News!...ò it is not too late.  

There is still time to give and take part in all of this joy.   I thank God for you and that He has brought us together to serve His 

people. Merry Christmas! 

 

Here to Serveéé  David 

Dear Donors, 

 
I cannot begin to express my gratitude to 

all of the people involved with this 

program in a simple thank -you letter. I 

feel the best way for me to show my 

appreciation will be through my actions 

and the work associated with staying 

clean and sober. I am eternally grateful 

to all the generous people who donate 

their time, efforts and hard-earned 

money to this program. 

 

-- Jim  

 
Dear Supporters, 
 

Thank you for your support of The Mission. I will 

never forget how you with Christ help gave me some 

tough love and saved my life when I was broken,  

addicted to alcohol and drugs, homeless and  

hopeless. During my ti me at The Mission , I was 

able to focus on healing from past hurts such as 

anger, bitterness and abuse. I have experienced an 

abundance of blessings, laughter, hope, 

encouragement and tears of joy like never before in 

my life. My heart and spirit have been touched in 

such a way that I want to be more Christ - like and 

give back to others who are suffering and sick like 

I was. May God continue to bless you all!  

 

-- Sherri 
 


